Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 
Albany Synod Lending Library Resources

You can visit or call our synod office to borrow any resource from our library. Congregations can borrow a resource for a period of three weeks. Materials can be renewed or sent to you upon request. 

Curriculum for Children and Older Youth

Mission: Christmas-Youth Programs and Ideas for Advent by Bryan Brooks. Abingdon Press, 2005. In addition to five Sunday programs this resource contains 5 Advent and Christmas bible studies, a Christmas play, worship, service-project ideas and a 5-page Bible dictionary for teens.

Walk With Me Curriculum Christmas Units, Faith Alive Christian Resources. 
Two sessions for each unit, leader’s guide for grades K-8 contains everything you will need: small and large group session plans with dramas, CD with songs, Christmas program ideas, crafts and reproducible sheets.
	Book 1: The Light of the World is Jesus. 2004
Book 2: Glory to the Giver and the Gift. 2005
Book 4: Just Like Me. 2006

Meeting Devotions and/or Small Group and Adult Studies

Child of the Light-Walking Through Advent and Christmas by Beth Richardson. Upper Room Books, 2005. Journey Christmas through Epiphany and reflect on how this sacred time gives deeper meaning to our lives. Small group, five sessions, guide included. 

Discover the Gift of Christmas by Deb Fennema. Church Development Resources, 1996. Discover Your Bible Series. In four sessions this resource will lead your study group to a fuller knowledge of the details of Jesus’ birth and to a greater understanding of why he came. It includes an optional Christmas celebration and suggestions for your small group. Leader and participant guides.

Inviting God In-Scriptural Reflections and Prayers Throughout the Year
by  Joyce Rupp. Ave Maria Press, 2001. Organized according to the church year, each one-page entry begins with scripture and follows with a reflection and ends with prayer. 

No Small Wonder: Stories of Hope from the Nativity by Virginia Wiles, 
Good Ground Adult Study curriculum, Faith and Life Press, 1998. 
This study uses text from Matthew and Luke. Each of the six sessions begins with a focus on the everyday life, moves to an examination of the Bible text and then suggests life application. Worship experience included.

											2. 

Simply Wait-Cultivating Stillness in the Season of Advent by Pamela C. Hawkins.
Upper Room Books, 2007. Hawkins offers four words for reflection: Anticipation, Hope, Patience and Obedience. Daily meditations on scripture, prayer, and space for journaling, will lead to your own encounter with the Advent message whether individually or in small group. A guide for groups is included.

The Uncluttered Heart: Making Room for God During Advent and Christmas by Beth A. Richardson.  Upper Room Books,  2009. This resource offers four weeks of guided reflection through the weeks of Advent through Epiphany. Each day provides a quotation, scripture passage, reflection, prayer and thought for the day. Study guide included

Unplug The Christmas Machine-A Complete Guide To Putting Love & Joy Back Into The Season by Jo Robinson and Jean Coppock Staehli.  William Morrow and Company, 1991.  In its thirteenth printing, this book offers a wealth of suggestions for combating commercialism and filling the holidays with simple, spiritual celebrations that help families draw closer together. 

What Do You Want for Christmas? by James W Moore. Abingdon Press, 2008.
This four week adult study provides groups with a weekly introduction, lesson, scripture passage, prayer, and discussion questions. Participants reflect on the gifts of hope, freedom, Christ and salvation.

While We Wait-Living the Questions of Advent by Mary Lou Redding.
Upper Room Books, 2002. Redding looks at the lives of six biblical figures and finds ways to connect their stories to our real-life struggles. Includes pages of daily scripture readings, reflection questions, prayers, and complete plans for small group sessions. Four sessions plus a fifth session on Epiphany.

Yards of Purple: Stories for Advent by Sarah M Foulger. United Church Press, 1999.
Use this as a four-week lectionary study or in a meeting, this author will challenge you with scripture and thirteen heartfelt and imaginative stories perfect for sharing. Questions are included and encourage reflection and discussion. 


Worship		

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany: Liturgies and Prayers For Public Worship
by Brian Wren. Westminster John Knox Press, 2008.
Preeminent hymn writer and liturgist Brian Wren offers new and inspiring hymns, prayers, calls to worship, orders of worship, readings and more. CD-ROM included.


3. 

The Christmas Scene Revisited by Phyllis Vos Wezeman. Educational Ministries, 1990. This children’s Christmas pageant is very unique. Worship can be intergenerational. Nativity characters are photographed and their images serve as a backdrop for the service. The script includes narrative, songs, finger plays and more. 

Cloth For The Cradle-Worship Resources and Readings for Advent, Christmas & Epiphany by The Iona Community, Wild Goose Worship Group. GIA publications, 2000. This resource offers a unique source of elements for lay and clergy worship planners and enablers. It contains a wealth of different types of worship resources: litanies, meditations, monologues, poems, prayers, readings, scripts and symbolic actions. 	

Everlasting Light-A Resource for Advent Worship by Sandy Dixon. Chalice Press, 2000. Based on the three year lectionary readings; includes prayers, litanies, meditations, candlelight services, children sermon starters and more. 

Lighting the Way to Christmas by Anna L. Liechty, Judith Harris Chase, and Phyllis Vis Wezeman. Educational Ministries, 2000. Using the imagery of light, this resource crafts five weeks of worship resources, litanies, visuals, music, scripture and sermon helps. 

Shine On, Star of Bethlehem-A Worship Resource for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany complied by Geoffrey Duncan. The Pilgrim Press, 2002.
Writers from round the world have joined together to produce this best-selling anthology, which offers a wide range of worship resources, from simple prayers and readings to complete service outlines. 


Worship Feast-Complete Worship Outlines for Advent and Christmas by Jenny Youngman and Josh Tinley. Abingdon Press, 2008. This worship resource is experiential and multisensory. It includes art projects, prayer stations, meditations, lectio divina, CD of five songs, lyrics, guitar chords. Jr/Sr. High and Youth Ministry. 


Other Options
Storytelling, Christmas programs and plays, all church events, activities, crafts, devotions and worship options

Before and After Christmas-Activities and Ideas for Advent and Epiphany by Debbie Trafton O’Neal. Augsburg Fortress, 1991. For families and children’s programs in the church, this resource contains information on the history and traditions of the seasons of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, as well as symbols and their meanings, stories of the seasons and activities for each day up to Epiphany. 

										4. 




The Christmas Story, A to Z by Anna L. Liechty, Judith Harris Chase, and Phyllis Vos Wezeman. Educational Ministries, 1992. This program tells the story of the birth of Christ through the creation of a banner depicting the event. There are 26 sections to the banner; each letter of the alphabet portrays part of the story. The program offers opportunities for worship, education and nurture. Intergenerational.

Come Worship With Me by Ruth Boling. Geneva Press, 2001. This delightful children’s book sends youth on a journey through the church year. Christian symbols and crosses are explained. 

Creative Ideas For Advent, Volumes 2 and 3 edited by Robert and Linda Davidson. Educational Ministries, 1986 and 1990. These rich resources contain all church, adult, children, youth, and family sections full of stories, activities, crafts, devotions and worship ideas for Advent readings pageants and programs. 

Creative Ideas For Epiphany edited by Linda S. Davidson. Educational Ministries, 1991. How can we become bearers of the light? This resource is divided into programs, activities and worship resources that include plays, puzzles, a Twelfth Night  celebration, mission ideas, scripture role-plays, intergenerational worship services and more. 

Family Countdown to Christmas by Debbie Trafton O’Neal. This book is a great resource for any church leader or for family use. It’s packed with crafts, recipes, activities and information on the holidays. 

In Advent by Elaine Ward. Educational Ministries, 1993. Includes stories, meditations, music, activities, cooking, poetry and writing to help all of us experience the wonder and beauty of Advent. Intergenerational.

Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems. Westminster Press, 1980. This classic captures the spirit of this joyful season. Weems poetry can be used in worship services or read aloud at church and family gatherings. 

Not Forgotten-A Christmas Play for Children by Laura and Robert Keely. 
Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2003.  This play is easy and fun to perform, requires little preparation and involves minimal costumes and props. Your entire church school will enjoy acting in the play or singing lively songs that are suggested. Best of all, the play carries the upbeat, biblical message of hope and joy.



											5. 


Not-So-Silent Night-An Instant Christmas pageant Just For Kids by Marian Hope Moreland and Richard Moreland. Group, 1998. It’s this easy. Drop the compact disc into your CD player. You’ll hear a professionally recorded drama soundtrack-every line and every song, plus every sound effect. Tell your actors to follow along with the CD as the story unfolds. Minimal props and costumes, plus you can adjust the roles to the number of children.  

Seasons of Celebrations-Prayers, Plays, and Projects for the Church Year by Patricia Mathson. Ava Maria Press, 1995. For Pre-School to Middle School, this resource is filled with crafts, prayers, plays, pantomimes, banners, service projects and much more.  

The Storyteller’s Companion to the Bible, Vol. Nine, Stories About Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels by Dennis E. Smith and Michael E. Williams, editors. Abingdon Press, 2005. For storytellers, clergy, Sunday school leaders and anyone who wants to tell the stories of Jesus in a new and meaningful way. Each story has the bible text, comments and a story version to memorize. 

Things to Make and Do for Advent and Christmas by Martha Betties Gee. 
Bridge Resources, 1997. These creative crafts and activities are indexed by age groups and by name of activity. They are designed to bring the true meaning of Christmas to children.  This resource includes thoughtful activities for Epiphany. 

Treasury Of Celebrations-Create Celebrations that Reflect Your Values and Don’t Cost the Earth edited by Carolyn Pogue. Northstone, 1982. If you are not satisfied with consumer-orientated celebrations, this book of creative ideas is for you. Explore practices and models that make your Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
New Year’s Day a more spiritual and meaningful experience. 
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